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PAC GROWTH RATE SLOWS;
COUNT STANDS AT 3,461
WASHINGTON —— The Federal Election Commission today announced that as of
July 1, there were 3,461 PAC's in existence, imdicating an increase of only
3% over the 3,371 registered as of January 1 of this year. Although the
mmber of PAC's continued to increase, the rate of increase has slowed.
The current number of PAC's represents just a 10% increase over the
3,149 registered as of July 1982. Until recently, yearly increases (since 1976)
had averaged 20%, with the exception of 1979-80, when the growth actually
increased by 28%. The most dramatic increase was between 1974 and 1976, when

PAC ranks swelled by 88%.
Official counts of registered PAC's are compiled yearly by the FEC

in July and December.
PAC's are viewed by many campaign finance experts as a dominant force
in politics. Their numbers and the amount of money they spend in Federal

campaigns have continued to increase with each election cycle.
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“PAC” GROWTH—FROM 1974

11/24/751

COMMITTEE TYPE
CORPORATE
LABOR

TRADE/MEMBERSHIP
HEALTH

NON-CONNECTED
COOPERATIVE
CORPORATION W/O STOCK

TOTAL 722 | 992 | 1,146
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1On November 24, 1975, the Commission issusd Advisory Opinion 1976-23 “SUNPAC.”
200 May 11, 1976, the Prasident signed the Federst Elsction Campaign Act Amendments of 1976, P.L. 94283,

*For the years 19741976, these b pr all ather politicat « . . no further categorizistion is available.




