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PAC'S INCREASE AT DECLINING RATE
WASHINGION ~ The Federal Election Commission réleased new figures today which
show that the number of political action committees, PAC's, continues to grow.
However, the overall growth rate has slowed fram an average of 21% per

year to 14% for 1981.

.~ Numbering 2,901 at the end of 1981, the n&nber of PAC's now in existence

is five times the mmber that were active at the end of 1974, just prior to

the implementation of the 1974 Amendments to the Federal Election Campaign Act -

legislation which outlined for the first time the legal parameters of PAC activity.
Figures released by the FEC in July 1981, showed a 5% growth rate for the

first six months of the year. The last six months of the year saw an increase

of 8%. The six-month growth rate since 1978, has been 11-14%.

Yearly increases, since 1976, have hovered around 21%, with the exception
of 1979-80, when the growth actually increased by 28%. The most dramatic increase

was seen between 1974 and 1976, when PAC ranks swelled by 88%.

PAC's are viewed by many campaign finance experts as a predaminant force
in politics. Their numbers, as well as the amount of money they spend in
Federal campaigns, have continued to increase with each election cycle.

According to FEC data, the "non-conn " category of PAC's shows the
greatest increase. That category includes ideological cammittees and cammittees

sponsored by particular issue groups.

A final report on the amount of money raised and spent by PAC's during the
1979-80 election cycle will be released by the FEC in the near future.
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“PAC"” GROWTH—FROM 1974

COMMITTEE TYPE
CORPORATE
LABOR

TRADE/MEMBERSHIP
HEALTH

NON-CONNECTED
COOPERATIVE 12
CORPORATION W/O STOCK 24

TOTAL 1,663
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100 November 24, 1975, the C ission issusd Advisory Opinion 1976-23 “SUNPAC.”

2Qn May 11, 1976, the President signed the Federal Elsction Campaign Act Amendments of 1976, P.L. 94283,




