
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA DIVISION

STOP HILLARY PAC, et al., )

)
Plaintiffs, )

)
V. ) CaseNo. l:15-cv-1208-GBL-IDD

)
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION, )

)
Defendant. )

MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER

THIS MATTER is before the Court on Plaintiffs STOP Hillary PAC's and Dan Backer's

Motion for Preliminary Injunction (Doc. 3). Plaintiffs' have launched a facial constitutional

challenge to Federal Election Commission regulation 52 U.S.C. §30102(e)(4), contending that it

restricts Plainitffs' free speech, in violation of the First Amendment. Id. Plaintiffs' seek a

preliminary injunction prohibiting Defendant Federal Election Commission ("FEC") from

enforcing 52 U.S.C. §30102(e)(4)—^a statutory disclosure requirement which prohibits political

committees from using a candidate's name in its title. In support of its motion. Plaintiffs' seek

an order enjoining the FEC from pursuing any adverse administrative, civil, or criminal action

against Stop Hillary PAC or Dan Backer, based on Stop Hillary PAC's name, throughout the

duration of this lawsuit. Id. The FEC responds that 52 U.S.C. §30102(e)(4), as a disclosure

regulation, is not a content based restriction on free speech and does not violate the First

Amendment because the regulation is intended to avoid voter confusion about whether a PAC is

authorized by a political candidate. (Doc. 25). Additionally, the FEC contends that even an

oppositional PAC, like Plaintiffs are prohibited from using a political candidate's name because

some voters may be misled into confusion that an oppositional PAC is really in support of former
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